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Request for funding to Castor Parish Council 

Magpas Air Ambulance give the very best pre-hospital emergency care, in the air or on land, 

including treatments usually only available in hospital. Operating 24/7, the charity answers 

four calls for help a day on average, treating around 900 patients in life-threatening 

emergencies every year.  

The Magpas advanced medical team combines the skills of a senior doctor and critical care 

paramedic together on every shift, attending incidents by air ambulance or rapid response 

vehicle, 24/7. All members of the team are specially trained in Pre-Hospital Emergency 

Medicine (PHEM). This means they can support the ambulance service by bringing advanced 

A&E level care directly to their patients’ side when time is of the essence. 

Magpas Air Ambulance is a charity which relies on generous public donations to continue 

saving lives. The charity needs to ensure it can provide hospital level care to everyone, to save 

lives and reduce disability.  

I would therefore like to request to the Council, on behalf of Magpas Air Ambulance, for a 

grant to support the essential, lifesaving care that we provide for people in Castor, 

Peterborough, Cambridgeshire, and across the East of England.  

Saving lives 

People across the East of England rely on the lifesaving care of Magpas Air Ambulance. 

Across the last year, the charity was activated to Cambridgeshire 648 times.  

 200 patients suffered a medical 

incident, including cardiac arrests 

 131 patients were injured through 

road traffic collisions 

 317 other patients were treated for 

falls, accidents, exposure, and other 

incidents.  
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We treat life threatening incidences such as these every single day, and we need funding to 

ensure we can continue to provide this care for all. Without our emergency care, people in 

life-threatening incidents may not survive. 

Magpas Air Ambulance delivers hospital level care to people in need, wherever they are. We 

regularly travel to Barnack and the surrounding villages – in 2022 we treated over 200 patients 

from the area, accounting for 20% of all our activations. These treatments includes lifesaving 

procedures that help to stabilise patients and treat urgent, time sensitive injuries. The 

procedures also serve to help provide pain relief and comfort to patients who are often be in 

severe distress, and help to reduce their trauma.  

This emergency care can be needed by anyone, anytime, anywhere. With funding from you, 

Magpas Air Ambulance can continue to be able to respond to incidents in Castor and beyond, 

provide life-saving care and help to reduce disability. Specifically, your funding could help fund:  

 £30 could fund a blizzard blanket to keep patients warm whilst we provide treatment 

 £140 could fund the equipment and drugs needed to ventilate a patient and take 

control of their breathing 

 £500 could refill a haemorrhage pouch to help stop a patient bleeding to death 

 £1,000 could refill our helicopter fuel tank to ensure we can get out to patients 

 £3,500 could fully fund the cost of one of our missions to go out to save a life 

Our request 

We need funding to ensure that we are able to continue to save lives. It costs the charity £6 

million every year to provide this life saving care. From our helicopter, to our equipment to our 

community outreach, all of our work is entirely funded through voluntary donations.  

You parishioners could be anywhere when they need us – at work, out walking the dog in an 

isolated field, out at the shops. We are asking for core funding to help ensure we can get to 

them. Any donation you can give will go towards saving lives and reducing disability in the 

event of emergency. 

Thank you, on behalf of Magpas Air Ambulance patients and medical team, for considering 
our request. 

Ruth recalls the day that Magpas’ medical team saved her son’s life 

 

“As soon as the Magpas medical team got to us, they really listened to 

everything I had to say about my son. I remember how they explained, 

step by step, exactly what they were doing whilst they treated my little 

boy and why. They started giving him oxygen and I watched the colour 

start to return to Zac’s cheeks. To stop his seizures, they gave him a 

lifesaving drug right there, and if we had had to wait for it, I’m not sure 

I’d have this 11-year-old that I’ve got today – and he’s a great boy.” 

 


