
JPLG MEETING WEDNESDAY 17 MARCH; BY ZOOM AT 7.30 PM 
 
Present:   
 

APC:   
Joan Pickett 
Megan Ellershaw 
Anne Perkins 
Jon Phillips  
Richard Moon  
 

CPC:    
Neil Boyce 
Fi Rowlands 
David Shaw  
Steve Davies 
Becky Stewart 
 

CANPWG:   
Dai Rowlands (Chair)  
John Hodder   
Andrew Nash (for item 2) 
Sue Nash (for item 2) 
 

 
1. Apologies for absence  
Apologies received from Dennis Surgeon, Michael Samways and Jon Phillips would need to leave the 
meeting early.  John Haste attended at the start to commence the Zoom meeting.  

 
2. Climate Change 
2.1 Andrew and Sue reported that the Climate Action Group had met and developed an illustrated leaflet for 
distribution in the villages in April.  This would encourage people to make pledges for small actions towards 
domestic carbon reduction, e.g. with the gardening season commencing to use peat free or homemade 
compost.  Further research on carbon reduction and energy use was being conducted and there would also 
be a focus on the environment.  The group were looking to learn from what other areas had done; Ilkley, for 
example, had been very proactive.   
2.2 The initial leaflet would be funded by the group itself but PC support would be sought for future 
initiatives.  CPC had already made some budget provision and Joan suggested that assistance could also 
be given with leaflet drops.  The group would liaise with the two PCs to work up a joint PC policy statement. 
Action: Andrew/Sue and the PCs. 
 
3. Declarations of interest  
None declared. 
 
4. Action Points from previous meeting 16 December 2020  
4.1 Progress had been made in reading the water meter and the earlier reading was found to be incorrect.  
The meter had been removed and would be replaced; CPC also planned to improve drainage in order to 
avoid flooding in future. 
4.2 Remaining action points had either been attended to or are covered by agenda items below.  
 
5. Speedwatch/Road Safety Working Party 
Anne Perkins reported that the joint Road Safety Working Party had been established and currently 
included members of each PC plus five members of the public.  There was interest in participating with 
Speedwatch in due course.  The group was focussing on four areas: 

• Speedwatch. 

• Helpston Road 20 mph sign - located too close to the village. 

• Traffic calming in the villages. 

• Automatic speed signs. 
Both PCs were pursuing the installation of new automated signs and CPC had already sanctioned the 
purchase of one for Castor.  Anne was liaising with Richard Anker in order to arrange a similar sign for 
Ailsworth. 
 
6. Ongoing review of JCAP actions  
JCAP 1.3/4.3, Woodlands - It was expected that the Care Home would be completed and opened in July, 
with a launch which could be linked to the fete if one is held this year.  The developer’s proposals for the 
existing Woodlands building were being revised and it was expected that they would seek to demolish it 
and replace it with a new build.  They had been made aware that adequate time must be allowed for proper 
village consultation on any revised proposals.  It was understood that NPT plans for a new pavilion were 
well advanced and it would probably be close to the site of the existing building for access to services.  
Regular discussions with NPT continued in order to keep abreast of their plans. 
Note: Following the meeting Jon Phillips established that the village fete was currently anticipated for the 
weekend on 9/10 July.   
 
JCAP2.3/4.6, PC Nature Recovery Plans - Each PC reported on progress.  In the short term CPC had 
installed some bird and bat boxes and were considering a wildlife pond in a secure area.  A number of 



potential tree/hedgerow planting initiatives would be taken forward in the autumn planting season.  CPC 
had also commissioned Sarah Lambert to do a study of the area South of Splash Lane to the river.  APC 
were awaiting proposals from a newly formed working group for enhancements in the recreation field. 
 
JCAP3.3, Speeding - See item 5 above. 
 
JCAP4.5, Litter Picks - See item 11. 
 
Action: John Hodder would update relevant JCAP items and circulate a draft for PC approval.  The 
addition of a JCAP item on Climate change could be considered in the longer term following the actions at 
item 2 above. 
 
7. Neighbourhood Plans  
7.1 Following the previous meeting both PCs had contacted PCC who had now made appropriate entries 
on their website against the adopted Ailsworth & Castor NPs to indicate that the former joint NP website 
had closed, redirecting readers to the relevant PC. 
7.2 Each PC would need to take an initial view on the extent and formality of their NPs’ review and how to 
take it forward.  This would depend on how much change to the policies might be needed.  As a first step 
David Shaw had emailed PCC to ask for a view on the expected housing requirement for the parishes and 
he would chase this up in due course.  Depending on the eventual outcome of item 12 re-burial provision 
this might be something to address in the NPs. 
Action: David Shaw. 
 
8. Village Shop 
Both PCs continued to see the shop as an essential village amenity and it was suggested that APC 
consider having it listed as a community asset.  The work to re-develop the shop continued and a 
temporary outlet had been established at the house next door pending demolishing and rebuilding of the 
shop itself.  Concerns had been expressed as to whether the necessary change of use permission had 
been obtained and whether any health and safety considerations arose.  These should be addressed with 
the shop owner and David Shaw would speak to her initially, particularly in respect of applying for 
retrospective change of use.  He will then liaise with Anne Perkins to consider an informal joint approach to 
offer support whilst addressing the concerns that had been raised. 
Action:  APC to consider the question of a community asset.  David Shaw and Anne Perkins as 
above. 
 
9. Health Care 
Anne Perkins continued to liaise with the Practice Manager and had ensured that concerns expressed 
about the surgery had been relayed to the Dr and partners.  There was some confusion regarding a new 
practice website as the old website had continued to operate.  Anne had also offered to join the practice 
patient forum. 
 
10. Mobile Food Vendor 
Both PCs had been approached by a mobile food vendor asking whether they would support monthly visits 
to the villages.  The approach was a matter of courtesy as formal permission was not a pre-requisite. There 
was some concern about potential impact on existing village food outlets, particularly finding a suitable 
location away from those in Castor.  For Ailsworth it was felt that initial support could be given on a trial 
basis and reviewed in light of experience.  Castor could defer a decision and review their position in light of 
experience in Ailsworth.  
Action:  PCs to consider as above. 
 
11. Litter Picks 
Whilst formal litter pick exercises remained in abeyance during the current Covid situation the equipment 
remained available on loan for residents to use if they wished whilst they did their daily exercise.  This had 
been publicised on the Community Facebook page and would continue until restrictions eased. 
 
12. Future Burial Provision in the Parishes 
The Rector had written to each PC explaining that the churchyard was almost full and asking whether the 
PCs could suggest where there was convenient land available for future use.  He had commented that the 
lower half of Glebe Field in Stocks Hill might seem an obvious location but he understood that Historic 
England would not support this.  It was not clear how much land would be needed.  Since there were no 



obvious alternative sites in the vicinity of the church it was suggested that the PCs advise the Rector to 
press the point further with Historic England with their support.  Depending on the size of the land needed it 
was hoped that a sufficient area without archaeological implications might be feasible.  Joan could also 
suggest this at the coming Parochial Church Council meeting. 
Action: Both PCs to consider and action. 
 
13.  COVID 19/Coronavirus  
It was understood that Covid rates in parts of Peterborough were of potential concern and that the areas 
used by Public Health for the statistics could be misleading.  The villages were grouped with Orton West 
which was geographically remote across the river.  It would be more helpful if the villages were separated 
and had more specific data.  Neil agreed to raise this at the next liaison meeting. 
Action: Neil. 
 
14. Any other business? 
14.1 The Census was due with effect from 21 March and on this occasion was designed primarily for 
completion online.  Help was available for those who might need it. 
14.2 It was understood that the planning proposal for the climbing wall at Ferry Meadows had been 
recommended for approval and was about archaeological interest might be feasible to be considered by the 
PCC Planning Committee.  There had been numerous objections and if approved it could have 
considerable impact on parking, including on this side of the river. 
 
15. Date of next meeting 
Wednesday 23 June 2021. 

 
 


