CASTOR PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Castor Parish Council Meeting
Thursday 2nd May 2019 in The Cedar Cente, Castor at 7.30pm
134. PRESENT: Cllr. William Baxter, Cllr. Neil Boyce (Chairman), Cllr. Steve Davies, Cllr. Jane Greene, Cllr. Fiona Rowlands
and Cllr David Shaw. Officers present: John Haste, clerk; also, in attendance Members of the public. Cllr. Richard
Anker sent apologies due to work commitment.
135. RESIGNATION – The Chairman announced that Former Cllr. John Howard had resigned from the Parish Council.
136. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST in items on the agenda – None
137. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – We unanimously RESOLVED to accept the minutes as drafted and they were
duly signed by the chairman.
138.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
• A resident asked about the return of the old BT Telephone Box which had been earmarked for the parish council.
• The majority of councillors present confirmed that they would still like to see the return of the telephone box
and asked that the clerk write to the city council to expedite the return. The Chairman undertook to liaise with
the former clerk to determine the City Council officer formerly dealing with this matter

139. PLANNING
a)

We received and noted the content of a status report on planning applications considered at previous meetings
this year. The clerk drew our attention to the changes since the previous meeting and the report was duly noted.

b)

19/00487/DISCHG Discharge condition C13 (Temporary Changing Facilities / Pavilion) Woodlands. We noted
that these facilities had been installed on the site of the former tennis courts. We also noted that these were to
be “temporary Facilities” but that no time limit was recorded on the city council planning portal. We asked the
clerk to confirm with PCC the time limit applied and for our part considered that it should not exceed three years

c)

19/00565/CTR – Sycamore – Fell, 2 High Street. Parish council consider that the tree in question was a large and
significant feature of the street scene. We RESOLVED to oppose the application and ask the tree officer seek
alternative treatment of size reduction in preference to permitting the application to fell the tree.

d)

WOODLANDS – Cllr Shaw reported on a meeting with Nene Park Trust (NPT), on the future of the Woodlands
site. The meeting had been attended by Cllrs. Boyce, Rowlands and 2 representatives from Ailsworth PC. The
sports grounds were already in use by both Barak & The Bretton Sports clubs. Other clubs would be permitted
use of the facilities when otherwise not in use. It is anticipated that Thorpe Wood Rangers football club would
use the site in the next football season. Management of the site remains with NPT, through a duty Ranger; and
the grass maintenance had been let on a commercial contract. Longer term NPT were looking to a permanent
pavilion within a probable 3-year timeframe. NPT undertook to engage the parish council in a future meeting
possibly around September of this year. In discussion of this item reference was made to an old portacabin on
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site that had been unused for many years and was felt to be a fire risk. We asked the clerk to write to NPT
requesting that this be removed from the site.
e)

Local Plan – There is no further information to report and as recorded previously we await the decision of the
planning inspectorate Cllr Shaw reported that a planning appeal in Glinton had been dismissed and that this had
been centred on a five-year land supply. The dismissal of that appeal was promising for the local plan.

f)

Joint Community Action Plan (JCAP) –We noted proposed joint meeting on 8th May would be re-arranged to
enable more parish councillors to attend

g)

Neighbourhood planning – We noted that there was nothing to report on this item and our previous decision
to take no action on future development sites until the development of Woodlands had been resolved. We take
the NP in to account when consulted on applications by the planning authority and therefore agreed to remove
this item from future agenda unless a specific matter requires reporting or resolution.

140. LAND AND ALLOTMENTS:
a) Allotments – The Chairman reported that the holder of Allotment 2 wished to retain an allotment, but would
prefer to move as the plot is unsuitable for use as an allotment. We agreed that allotment 2 should be returned
to Nature as is the case already with the adjoining plot three. We noted that plots 17a and 15a remained
unallocated and agreed offer one of these to the former holder of allotment two and the other allotment to the
person on the waiting list.
b) Berry’s - The Clerk reported that he had contacted Berry’s to chase up tenancy agreement documentation and
to inform Berrys that the parish council may have alternative plans for the Ferryfields site. We approved
payment of the interim fee invoice of £890 + VAT.
c) Land Management Arrangements - The chairman produced a draft invitation to tender document covering
future grass cutting, hedge trimming and general land management tasks in respect of land under our control.
Subject to minor amendments we agreed to delegate, to Cllr. Davis, the task of finding a minimum of three
contractors to tender for the work; with all tenders to be returned, sealed, to the Clerk for opening and analysis
at a future meeting of the parish council.
d) Ferryfields - The chairman reported on a meeting, on site, with a potential tenant for this site for the purpose
of grazing of rare breed animals. The potential tenant had offered to provide additional fencing, repair existing
gates, provide additional signage, clearly mark the footpath for public access and generally cut and maintain the
site. We RESOLVED to accept the offer, and by exchange of letter agree to let the site at a peppercorn rent of
£10 per annum for five year with a three-year break. At the conclusion of the initial 5-year period the tenancy
could be renewed on an agricultural tenancy if required
141. GOVERNANCE MATTERS:
a) Financial accounts for the year ended the 31st March 2019 – The clerk presented financial accounts for the
previous financial year appended to these minutes. The accounts record receipts for the year of £45928.79,
payments of £26721.09; £19207.70 added to reserves bringing the total reserves at the year end to £94971.87
b) Appointment of Internal auditor – The clerk reported that Mr Russell Wright had indicated a willingness to
undertake the internal audit of the Parish council for a fee of £200. Mr Wright is the internal auditor for the
parish of Glinton for whom our clerk also undertakes the duties of Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer. We
unanimously RESOLVED to appoint Mr Russell Wright as internal auditor.
c) Accounting Statement as part of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return – The clerk presented a
completed statement that accorded with the financial Accounts previously considered and approved at this
meeting. We unanimously RESOLVED to approve the statement as presented to be endorsed by the
chairman
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142. COMMUNITY MATTERS:
a)
Village Sign – The chairman reported that he had met Glyn Mould and John Judge on site and that the
structure required completely rebuilding in order to remove the existing post. We were also aware that the
existing sign was currently in a residents garden and of a number of suggestions for the future sighting of the
sign, For our part we re- affirmed our previous decision that it should be preserved and on public display in
the village hall or other public place to be determined by the parish councils of Castor and Ailsworth.
b)

Play equipment at the Play area – We considered again, the city council report that the majority of the play
equipment on our site was at best dated and in some instances would soon require replacement. The chairman
undertook to obtain draft schemes from a variety of play equipment specialists. The options and costings to
be considered at a future meeting

c) Community Allotment – The clerk reported that as instructed he had sought quotations for the supply and
spreading of topsoil for this site but had met with little success due to lack of knowledge of the site by potential
contractors. Plough Environmental (PE) had expressed a willingness to undertake the work at £17 per man
hour and knew the site well. PE had suggested that the topsoil and membrane be purchased direct by the
parish council from Branch Brothers of Bourne as the topsoil was known to be Washed, weed free and of high
quality. RESOLVED to authorise the clerk to proceed with the purchase of topsoil and membranes for the
community allotment and the standing stones site and to liaise with PE for arrangements to carry out the work
on the community allotment site.
d) Evergreens Grant Application – We considered the additional information supplied with cost of known events
for the forthcoming year. We RESOLVED to again sponsor the Harvest supper at an estimated cost of £300
together with paying for the coach for the Hunstanton Trip at a stated cost of £350. We expressed the view
that Ailsworth parish council might sponsor the Thursford coach (£460) as many Evergreen members were
Ailsworth residents.
143. OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS & CORRESPONDENCE
•
The resident of the property adjacent to the village green had drawn our attention to the nuisance, and
potential damage to the wall, caused by youths kicking football on to, and over, the wall between the village
green and his property. These activities had been observed by parish councillors and, whilst we did not wish
to curtail enjoyment of the green, we share concerns over the nuisance and potential damage. We RESOLVED
to erect two notices in an attempt to dissuade this Practise and asked the clerk to write to the owner of the
wall seeking permission to erect the signs on the wall itself.
•
The chairman read out the letter of thanks from the cycle west project and looked forward to being updated
in due course of progress on the project
•
The revised speed limit. We noted that this had come in to force on 15th April but as yet no signs had been
erected. We asked the clerk to enquire of the city council when these could be expected
•
We noted the correspondence from the city council of parking restrictions to be introduced from28th May.
We noted that the letter had been addressed to the former clerk and were concerned that we had not received
any consultation notice on the matter. Had we done so we would have opposed the restrictions and instructed
the clerk to notify the city council accordingly.
•
The chairman reported on progress with the waywarden scheme. We were pleased to note that the scheme
was being adopted by other parishes. It was now proposed to create an overarching trust with charitable status
attracting grant aid to employ a co-ordinator relieving participating parishes of the need to cover these
administrative aspects of the scheme.
•
The chairman and Cllr. Baxter reported on a joint community engagement project with the Latvian community.
We look forward to working with the project to the mutual benefit of both communities
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144. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
a) Playground equipment

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.20pm

Clerk & RFO 3rd May, 2019

DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 6th June 2019 in The Village Hall at 7.30pm.
APPROVED BY CASTOR PARISH COUNCIL
Signature of Chairman
of approving meeting:

6th June, 2019
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